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Soviet Expert in the Port and Waterway Industry

in the Early Days of the People’s Republic of China

Wang Miao Long Deng—gao

( School of Social Sciences Tsinghua University Beijing 100084 China)

Abstract: After New China was founded experiences of the Soviet Union were fully accepted. New China

hired a large number of Soviet experts coming to China to assist in the construction of New China. This

paper takes the water transport industry as the research object mainly through archives supplemented

by oral materials and other materials to reveal the influence of Soviet experts on the new Chinese water

transport industry. Their influences covered all areas of the water transport industry from planning system

to specific port construction labor management and personnel training. The influence of the Soviet U-

nion can be seen in the introduction and management of technical equipment and the creation and opera—

tion of new systems. Learning from the Soviet Union is an important part of the development of China’s

water transport construction. The influence of Soviet experts spread across many industries. They not only

shared advanced experiences at micro level such as technique management and engineering but also

provided specific guidance at macro level in planned economic system and long—term personnel training.

Key Words: Port and Waterway Industry; Soviet Expert; Soviet Union Assistance; the beginning of New

China; Economic System



