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Thirty Years of Educational Exchanges and Cooperation between China
and Central Asian Countries: A Review and Foresight

XTAO Su, SHI Yueqin

(Institute of International and Comparative Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875)

Abstract: Central Asia is a region of Asia that stretches from the Caspian Sea in the west to western China,
and is regarded as important pivot points along the Belt and Road. Strengthening exchanges and cooperation in the
field of education is an important mechanism for enhancing mutual political trust and raising the level of economic
cooperation to achieve people—to—people contact between China and the Central Asian countries. Over the past 30
years, educational exchanges and cooperation between the two sides have gone through a process of development
from slow to rapid progress and single to diversified dimensions. Under the framework of the Belt and Road
Initiative, the paths of educational exchange and cooperation between China and the 5 Central Asian countries
have been enriched and become increasingly effective. However, due to the complex ethnic, historical and cultural
factors and the changing geopolitical environment in Central Asia, the sustainability and pragmatic development
of exchanges and cooperation between the two regions still face many challenges, such as the lack of medium and
long—term strategic planning, weak awareness of building China's education brand, and insufficient training of
complex talents. Therefore, in order to achieve long—term development and win—win cooperation in educational
exchange and cooperation between the two regions, it is necessary to think at a higher level, emphasize the
alignment of the development strategies of each country, commit to the synergy of regional educational integration,
focus on building regional educational highlands, and innovate language and cultural communication strategies.

Key words: Central Asian countries; educational exchanges and cooperation; the Belt and Road Initiative
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