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A Study of Sino—Polish Shipping Cooperation from the Perspective of Poland’ s Relations
with China in the Early 1950s
Yang Meng
Abstract: Sino-Polish joint shipping ventures officially began in the early 1950s. Driven by the goals of building
a modern maritime nation and achieving socialist industrialization the Polish government proactively invited the
Chinese government to discuss shipping cooperation in June 1950. However during the negotiation process Po—
land’ s attitude and stance shifted from being proactive to being cautious hesitant and even reluctant. This
change was due to the increasing differences and conflicts between the two countries as well as to the heightened
risks to maritime security in the Far East following the outbreak of the War to Resist U. S. Aggression and Aid Ko—
rea. Nevertheless in light of Soviet involvement and the potential value of trade with China Poland ultimately
committed to establishing a joint shipping company and to open Sino—Polish shipping routes. Despite initial diffi—

culties the special status of these routes provided Poland with development opportunities while operation of these

routes facilitated foreign trade for new China.
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