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On Fuzhu Diplomacy and Its Main Features in
New-Type International Relations

Guo Shuyong

%)

Abstract: Fuzhu diplomacy is a concept of International Political Sociology (IPS),

representing an extension of the assistance behavior from domestic society to the

level of international politics. It mainly refers to international authority centers such

as major countries or international organizations that provide goodwill assistance to

weak or frustrated actors based on humanitarian principles or the overall interests

of the international society. Aid and Fuzhu are sometimes mixed, but there are

still significant differences. Fundamentally speaking, Fuzhu is a political act

whose essence lies in morality, while aid mainly belongs to the range of rational

operations. Furthermore, the aid actors usually come from a wide common field, but

Fuzhu often happens with big countries’ presence. In practice, aid usually shows

a nature of mutual help, while Fuzhu has a strong nature of others’ assistance.

Although many people consider ancient East Asia the birthplace of traditional Fuzhu

diplomacy, great powers in the modern and contemporary era have also performed

various outstanding performances, each with its own merits. New China’s
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Fuzhu diplomacy embodies the consistency and firmness under the guidance of
internationalism, highlights its focus on helping developing countries, and shows
its uniqueness of equality, mutuality, and multilateralism. These characteristics
have played an essential part in the major-country diplomacy with Chinese
characteristics. Russia’s Fuzhu diplomacy pays more attention to the systemic
construction, placing military or security assistance in an important position.
Meanwhile, a typical feature of Russia’s Fuzhu diplomatic practices is to provide
assistance beyond its own strength, presenting an unbalanced savior complex. The
EU has the dual positioning of a major country and an international organization.
There are at least three features of its Fuzhu diplomacy. First, it is paying attention
to establishing the spirit of cooperation of equality and mutual respect during its
assistance to developing countries. Second, it focuses on building an all-around
assistance system that is implemented in a loop. Third, it shows a development
trend in the direction of internal and external integration, political and economic
coordination, and comprehensive standardization. The United Nations is a leader
in Fuzhu practices at the global level. It is remarkable in terms of implementing the
Millennium Development Plan, improving the cooperation and leading mechanism
construction of different organizations, and absorbing the opinions and suggestions
of the international community. To do an excellent job in the 2030 Sustainable
Development Plan, the United Nations needs to strengthen its own development,
actively cooperating with the G20, BRICS, and other international institutions,
and continues to play its role as a crucial global platform and international arena to
promote mutual learning and understandings between civilizations.

The article also discusses three constraints on the Fuzhu practices of major powers,
points out the dependence of the EU’s Fuzhu diplomacy on the United States.
It argues that a new type of global governance under the great crisis requires

hierarchical governance by international authority centers.
Key Words: Fuzhu Diplomacy; New Model of International Relations; Ethic of

Great Powers; Community with a Shared Future for Mankind; The Diplomacy of

People’s Republic of China
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