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Historical Logics and Conceptual Changes in the Evolution of Sports Diplomacy in China
YIN Xiaoliang' ,LIU Lianfa®
(1. Department of Physical Education of An hui Agricultuial University, Hefei 230036, China; 2. Department of

Police Tactics and Command of People’s Public Security University of China, Beijing 100038, China)

Abstract Sports, as a special cultural phenomenon, has now become an important carrier of public diplomacy activities. In this pa-
per, we have trawled though the historical logics and conceptual changes in the evolution of sports diplomacy with the major histori-
cal events as clues. We believe that: “Ping— Pong Diplomacy”, “Asian Games Diplomacy”, “Olympic Games Diplomacy” and other
sports events are the external manifestation of China’s public diplomacy policies, and the process from “opening the blockage” to
“harmonious world” is the historical logics behind the conceptual evolution of sports diplomacy in China, demonstrating the peaceful
rise of China. The conceptual changes in sports diplomacy arise mainly from the changes in the international environment and the de-
mands of the times. The results of evolution of sports diplomacy policies tell us that sports diplomacy, as an important part of public
diplomacy, is playing an increasingly important role in international exchanges and cooperation; and a new pattern of sports diploma-
cy has been set with major sporting events as the carrier. With the help of the sports exchange platform, we can tell the good story
of China and contribute to the maintenance of world peace and development; establish a long— term mechanism for public diplomacy
of sports and make use of the elite forces to bring into play the role of special envoy; bring into play the role of sports diplomacy as
a national spokesperson and strive to have a say in international sports organizations. We should launch traditional sports events with
out own characteristics, form “geographical indication” products and vigorously support sports organizations run by overseas Chinese
and strengthen foreign aid in sports to enhance the soft power of Chinese culture. This is the revelation of the evolution of sports di-
plomacy.

Key words “Ping— Pong Diplomacy”; public diplomacy; foreign policies; major sports events; public relations; experience and rev-
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