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Abstracts

The Pattern of China-Russia Strategic Coordination:
Formation, Features and Prospects
Liu Fenghua

2016 marks the 20th anniversary of the establishment of China-Russia Strategic
Partnership of Coordination. During the past two decades, the bilateral cooperation
has reached to a strategic level in terms of politics, economy, diplomacy, military
and energy. The cooperation between the two countries in coordinating the Eurasian
Economic Union project and the Silk Road Economic Belt marks a new stage in its
development. Characterized by good-neighborliness, strategic coordination, and not
targeting any third party, the pattern of China-Russia relationship is well in line with
national interests and conditions of both countries. Toward the future, the two countries
need to further deepen their mutual strategic trust, enhance economic and trade
cooperation, and properly deal with the US factor in bilateral relationship.

The “Thucydides Trap” Discourse in China-US Relations
Cai Cuihong

In the past two years, “Thucydides Trap” becomes a frequently-cited phrase in China-
US relations. Nevertheless, the analogy with the “Thucydides Trap” is obviously
misleading, as it ignores some important factors that prevent the two countries
from falling into armed conflict. On global level, the complex interdependence in
international relations, the increasing rigidity of collective security mechanisms
based on international law and centered on the UN, the deep fear of war and desire
for peace comprise effective constraints on the negative scenario. On bilateral level,
the growing “structural common interests” in economic interdependence and global
governance, the development of “strategic competition in pace with social evolution”,
and the rationality of decision-making under mutual nuclear deterrence make neither
country willing to approach the “Thucydides Trap”. Additionally, in the internet era,
the integrated thinking pattern, the increasing transparency of diplomacy, and the
convenience of communication and crisis prevention constitute important guarantees to
avoid the “Thucydides Trap”. Linking China-US relationship to the “Thucydides Trap”
discourse does harm not only to bilateral relations, but also to regional and international
peace and stability.



