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Peaceful Settlement of the South China Sea Disputes: Interaction
between Politics of Great Powers and That of Small Powers

JIANG He
(Law School, Zhangnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, China)

Abstract: Since the South China Sea Arbitration, the South China Sea disputes have become the widespread
highlight of international society. To settle the disputes permanently and maintain the peace and security in
the South China Sea, the parties involved are suggested to seek effective solutions to peaceful settlement of
the conflicts in the balanced interaction between politics of great powers and that of small ones. Judicial dis-
advantages do not imply the invalidity of substantiality and procedural norms in the law of sea, and diplomat-
ic negotiation and cooperation will contribute to the interaction between politics of great powers and that of
small powers. The combination of judicial and political means is a compulsory requirements and external
manifestation of this interaction. While the history of colonization, geo-politics and factors of alien great pow-
ers lead to the confrontation between politics of great powers and that of small powers, the regional integra-
tion is an effective approach to lessoning such kind of political confrontation. Therefore, China is suggested to
adhere to moderate internationalism in its diplomatic practice, and peacefully settle the South China Sea dis-
putes through the interaction between politics of great powers and that of small powers.

Key words: the South China Sea dispute; politics of great powers; politics of small powers; regional integra-

tion; moderate internationalism



