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The Institutional Logic of China’s Maritime Strategic Changes
Since the Founding of the People’s Republic of China

——Based on the Analysis of Historical Institutionalism

Wang Qi Cao Wenjian

(School of International Affairs and Public Administration, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract; Since the founding of the People's Republic of China, China’s maritime strategy has un-
dergone four historical changes: maritime defense strategy, maritime economic development strategy,
maritime international cooperation strategy and maritime power strategy. From the perspective of his-
torical institutionalism, the evolution of China's maritime strategy presents a progressive state of o-
verlapping changes. The institutional driving force of maritime strategy change is divided into internal
and external one, and the" demand for ocean' is the fundamental internal driving force of maritime
strategy changes. International situation changes, domestic economic and political system reform, and
the renewal of national strategic concept are the external driving force of China's maritime strategic
changes. At the same time, under the influence of high institutional exit cost, institutional learning
effect and synergistic effect, the path dependence of maritime strategy demonstrates the stability of
the value orientation, transformation force and strategic system itself. In the future, China’s present
maritime power strategy should continue to match the macro institutional environment, actively par-
ticipate in global ocean governance, and strengthen the maritime power strategy to meet all kinds of
ocean needs, and coordinate all kinds of demands for ocean.
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