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and finance of Hubei. It not only demonstrated the interaction between finance and politics, but also re—

vealed the changing relationship between the local and the central government after 1894.

On the Struggle of the Northeast Anti-Japanese Allied Army against the Japanese “Group Tribes”
(WANG Guangyi, ZHANG Kuan)
The “Group Tribes” were utilized by Japanese to cut off contacts between the Northeast Anti—Japanese
Allied Army and the local Chinese in order to wipe out the army. This policy was successful at first. The
army was largely isolated from the local people, which forced it to go to mountains, forests and even cross
the border to the Soviet Union. But the Northeast Anti-Japanese Allied Army struggled to change the dis—
advantages by enhancing the CCP leadership, attacking the “Group Tribes”, and emphasizing self-reliance.

The Aid of Soviet Experts to China and the Development of Guizhou Wanshan Mercury Industry in the
Early Era of P. R. China (YANG Da, LIN Zi)

This paper investigates the historical connections between the aid of Soviet experts to China and the
development of mercury industry in Wanshan, Guizhou Province in the early era of P.R. China. The Wan-
shan mercury industry could not at first get helps from the Soviet aids, for it was not related to “the 156
Projects”. However, in the early 1950s, Soviet geologists were employed and invited to provide technical
support to Wanshan, which brought positive effects to the mercury mine exploration. Wanshan was then
transformed from an irrelevant place to a passive participant in the Sino-Soviet relations. After the with—
drawal of Soviet experts due to the hostility between the two nations in 1959, Wanshan turned into an ac—
tive maker of history by producing “Patriotic Mercury” in large scale. Through paying off the foreign debt
by goods to the Soviet Union, Wanshan had made critical contribution to China’s self-reliance on the global

stage.

Between Science and Historiography: A Discussion of Yan Gengwang's Karly Academic Career (LIN Lei)

The main trend of new historiography in modern China was "scientization". The implication and criteria
of “scientization” varied from person to person and time to time. However, in order to maintain the autono—
my of the history discipline while making it more scientific, historians must constantly separate history from
other sciences. Past scholarship has paid enough attention to the '"scientization" of the new historiography
and the reaction from its critics, but less to the conflicts between "scientization" and "autonomy" within “the
science school”. Yan Gengwang was a good example to examine this problem. This paper attempts to recon—
struct the dialogue and dialectical relationship between Yan and the academia of his time by exploring his
early academic career. Yan’s case indicated a recurring question: how could the new historiography be both

scientific and historiographical?

Cameroon and Rwanda: Comparative Analysis on Post—Colonial Economic History (Kwesi D. L. S. Prah)

Of particular interest in this paper are the postcolonial economies of Cameroon and Rwanda, the two
former colonies whose political economies have quintessentially come to define the present character and na-—
ture of the African States. The social and economic challenges they have faced as sovereign states present
serious questions for both Africans and people worldwide regarding economic and political development. This
paper argues that the political evolution within these states, and the historical circumstances within which
their economies came into being, created economies that had paradoxical effects. Ultimately, it argues that
the historical circumstances, populist politics, and international financial capitalism created the neo—colonial

economic realities within which Cameroon and Rwanda continue to develop.
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