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On the Historical Evolution, Basic Experience and
Generation Logic of China’s Diplomatic Discursive power

Ye Shulan

Abstract: It is of great theoretical and practical significance to change China’s
disadvantageous situation compared with the West in the international public
opinion and promote the discursive power of China by exploring historical
evolution, basic experience and generation logic of China’s diplomacy discursive
power. The construction of China’s diplomatic discursive power has experienced
three stages, which are characterized by the acquisition of diplomatic recognition
and the generation of international anti-hegemony united front discursive power,
the improvement of international recognition and the formation of multi-faceted
diplomacy, and the promotion of global influence and the new-type global
governance practice at each stage. A study of the history and reality of China’s
diplomatic discursive power construction helps us to have a profound understanding
of its essence and characteristics. First, the construction of national hard power
driven by high technology and cultural soft power driven by values is the basis of
the generation of discursive power. Second, the innovation of diplomacy theory
system based on the effective international communication and diplomacy practice
is the key to achieve diplomatic discursive power. Third, expansion of people’s
diplomacy, international organizations diplomacy and media diplomacy, and other
forms of multiple diplomacies is the assurance of diplomatic discursive power.
Fourth, China’s diplomatic style of emphasizing sincerity, justice, peace and
moderation based on Chinese traditional culture contributes to the construction of
diplomacy discursive power. This paper argues that the transformation of diplomacy
discourse into discursive power needs to meet the conditions of being heard,

responded, recognized, and practiced. Based on the generation logic of diplomatic
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discursive power, we should actively build the “trinity” pattern of discourse
construction, translation and communication, and bridge the “image gap” between
China and the West with multi-symbiotic structure thinking in order to enhance
the discursive power of China’s strategic diplomacy and its institutional discursive

power.

Key Words: Diplomatic Discursive Power; China’s Diplomacy; Discursive Power;

Discursive System
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