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3  China’s Neighborhood Diplomacy in the New Era: Theoretical Innovation and
Practical Achievements
by Fang Changping, Zhou Fangyin, Lu Guangsheng, Liu Qing & Han Aiyong
[ Abstract ] At the CPC Central Committee’s first conference on diplomacy with
neighboring countries held in October 2013, President Xi Jinping emphasized, “China’s
basic policy of diplomacy with neighboring countries is to treat them as friends and
partners, to make them feel secure and to support their development. This policy is
characterized by friendship, sincerity, reciprocity and inclusiveness.” As an important
part of China’s major country diplomacy with Chinese characteristics in the new era,
the country’s neighborhood diplomacy has made impressive progress in terms of both
theoretical innovation and practical results: Its main concern has shifted from economic
and security factors to national strategy, the guiding principle from functional cooperation
to emotive affinity, and its objective from neighborhood stability to the building of a
community with a shared future with neighboring countries.

Given the complex changes in the international order and neighborhood order,
China has sought to play a more important and constructive role by adjusting the policies,
positions and practices in its diplomacy with neighboring countries. Neighborhood
diplomacy constitutes an important practical move in promoting a community with a
shared future for mankind, and ASEAN is a pilot zone for a community with a shared
future in the Chinese neighborhood. Since the 18" National Congress of the Party,
neighborhood diplomacy has made progress or breakthroughs in multiple dimensions:
Central Asia and ASEAN have been identified as two priority regions, and West Asia and
the Pacific Island countries as two new regions.

On the occasion of the 10" anniversary of the CPC Central Committee’s
Neighborhood Diplomacy Conference, the editorial office of International Forum and the
School of International Relations and Diplomacy, both at Beijing Foreign Studies University,
organized the academic conference “Theory and Practice in China’s Neighborhood
Diplomacy in the New Era” on September 16, 2023, where well-known experts from more
than a dozen universities and research institutions held in-depth exchanges on this topic.

‘What we present below are five articles written by the expert participants.
-+ 155+
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36 The Institutionalization of the Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation:
Evolution and Assessment
by Wang Mingguo
[ Abstract ] The Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation (BRF) is the
foremost cooperation mechanism under the Belt and Road framework. The preparation
of the BRF not only involves the strategic planning of the Chinese government, but
also benefits from the accumulation of experiences in exploring cooperative mechanisms
in various fields, and the strong support of the existing cooperation mechanisms of the
Belt and Road. At present, the BRF, which focuses on areas such as green development,
energy, financing and trade, has grown into the hub of the ‘China track’ in global
governance as its institutionalization keeps growing. Based on the institutional evolution,
normative practice and implementation of the BRF, it can be evaluated from two aspects:
norms and overall institutional desgin, and institutional platforms and mechanisms. From
the perspective of norms and overall institutional desgin, the BRF is a decisive move in
creating international platforms for cooperation and coordination, and the conceptual
exploration and successful practice of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). From the
perspective of institutional platforms and mechanisms, the leading role of the top-
down Leaders” Round Table is increasingly prominent, and the functions of multilateral
platforms in various fields continue to increase. At present, the joint construction of the
BRI has reached a new historical starting point. It needs to enhance institutionalization
and norm-making, improve the support mechanisms, docking mechanisms, and follow-
up coordination mechanisms of the BRF. It also needs to encourage stakeholderships
among participating countries and increase the guiding role of the multilateral cooperative
mechanisms.
[ Key Words ] The Belt and Road, BREF, international institutions, multilateralism, global

governance
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