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“Oral History” and “Oral Memory” ; Historical and Sociological Perspectives in

Oral Research on the History of New China
Jin Dalu
Abstract: Oral research on the history of New China is closely related to the generational ages of the population.
The historical facts, characters, and events it faces are in a state of “suitable for collection” and “in need of res-
cue,” exhibiting distinct characteristics of “ common experiences. ” In this context, sociology focuses on exploring
the connection between oral history and “ collective memory/social identity,” emphasizing emotional tendencies
and value judgments. It interprets history through discourse analysis and the construction of social narratives. This
approach should not be called “oral history” research but rather “oral memory” research. Historiography, on the
other hand, positions oral accounts as “historical materials,” emphasizing their comparison and verification with
the archival records. The two have different purposes, methodologies, paradigms, and goals, but they should pro-

ceed in parallel, mutually illuminating each other.
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