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Reflections on the Constructing an Independent Knowledge System for the History of the Chinese
Nation // Peng Fengwen

The construction of an independent knowledge system for the history of the Chinese Nation is essential
for the discipline of the national history of China. It is an important foundation for building China’s
independent system of historical materials, discourses, and theories on the Chinese national community. It
is also a response to the contemporary demand to solidify the national consciousness and build a shared
spiritual home for the Chinese people, carrying significant theoretical value and practical relevance. In
order to achieve this goal, we must take root in the deep soil of the Chinese civilization and absorb
historical experiences of discipline building in the history of the Chinese nation. We need to highlight the
indigeneity, originality, independence, and nationality of the independent knowledge system for the history
of the Chinese nation, showing the centrality of the Chinese culture in opening up new horizons for the
study of the history of the Chinese nation.

The Goals of Borderland Studies since Modern China and the Construction of the “ Three Major
Systems” // Duan Jinsheng

With the rapid transformation of society and politics, modern borderland studies in China have
undergone a significant change, transitioning from a traditional historical-geographical narrative to a
professional and disciplinary study. From the perspective of the evolution of the modern Chinese state,
promoting national construction and development has been the consistent goal of the two upsurges of modern
borderland studies. This goal has been progressively reinforced during China’s transformation from a
traditional dynastic state to a modern sovereign nation-state. Since the founding of the People’s Republic of
China, borderland studies in China have embarked on a new phase development, yielding numerous new
research achievements and further developing their unique characteristics. Especially since the new era,
borderland studies in China have actively participated in constructing the independent knowledge system of
Chinese philosophy and social sciences and promoted to construct the “Three Major Systems,” an academic
proposition of the times.

Pseudo-History and Hegemonic History in Traditional Catalog Classifications: Reflections on Liu
Zhiji’s Thoughts of Catalog Classifications // Qin Li

Since Ruan Xiaoxu’s Qilu and the Jingji Zhi in the Book of Sui, pseudo-history and hegemonic history
have become important subcategories in catalog classifications. From the Sui and Tang dynasties, through
the Five Dynasties, to the Song and Yuan periods, the bibliographies of each dynasty established pseudo-
history or listd hegemonic history as a category. On the one hand, the differences in naming these
categories were closely related to the political contexts, orthodox ideologies, and academic stances of each
dynasty ; on the other hand, they were also subject to intertextual borrowing among bibliographies. Starting
with the Yinxi in Shitong in the Tang Dynasty, Liu Zhiji criticized the inclusion standards for the hegemonic
history category in the Jingji Zhi of the Book of Sui and other issues. A close examination reveals that when
Liu Zhiji often measured these ancient books according to his personal standards and overlooked the actual
conditions and styles of text compilation. In particular, he failed to distinguish between “recording actual
collection of books” and “recording the writings of the dynasty” in the catalogs. This distinction is essential
when we examine Liu Zhiji’s thoughts on catalog classification and related issues.

A Review of Arnaldo Momigliano’s Research on “Universal History” of the Western Antiquity // A Hui

Arnaldo Momigliano was a prominent scholar in the field of Western ancient history in the twentieth



