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On the Concept and Its Theoretical Misunderstandings of Historical Facts:

A Reflection on Rebuilding Theoretical Basis of Objective Historiography
Zhuo Li

Keywords: historical facts; historical stories; historical relativism; Carl Becker; historiography

Abstract ; In the last three decades,as historical epistemology progresses, the traditional meaning of historical facts turns
away from objective history to recognized history. Meanwhile, the basic beliefs of objective historiography have been
battered as well. The discussion of layered meaning of historical facts attempt to harmonize the confliction of objective
historiography and historical relativism,but the layered meaning of historical facts is paradoxical in term of“historical
facts”itself. With Carl Becker’s“what are historical facts”as example, this paper analyzes the ideas of historical facts of
historical relativism,and points out that Carl Becker confounded historical facts and historical stories, mixed coherence
theory and the theory of historical significance. The aim of positivist historiography is not to represent the past events,
but to establish historical facts,then construct a new textual world of history. Moreover, this paper shows the essential
heterogeneities of events and facts by refuting Chen Jiayin‘s explanation of the concept of facts.then indicates that facts
are not the interception of events. Actually, for rebuilding the theoretical foundation of objective historiography, we
have to give up correspondence theory and philosophy of consciousness and turn to the ideas of historical facts of
coherence theory. It means that historical facts should not be regarded as the materials of argumentation and narrative,

but text rebuilding of historical world which refers to certainty.



