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The Image of China in the Perspective of the Other: A Study of the
Western Travelers to China in the 1950s and 1960s

WANG Su-jun
(Jiangsu University of Technology, Changzhou 213001, China)

Abstract: In the 1950s and 1960s, in order to reconstruct the image of China in Western countries and expand diplomatic rela-
tions, China International Travel Service ( CITS) attracted and received many tourists from Western countries to visit China.
The number, source countries, ideologies and travel demands of Western tourists in China constantly changed with the changing
international and domestic situations. Western travelers generally praised China’s construction achievements, the social systems,
the people’s spiritual outlook and reception services after the founding of the People’s Republic of China, which erased their
doubts and misunderstandings about China based on the distorted propaganda of Western countries towards China before they
came to China. Back home, quite a few Western travelers reconstructed a positive image of China based on their own travel ex-
periences, which successfully opened up a window to the Western world to understand China and promoted the exchanges be-
tween the East and the West.

Keywords: the other; image of China; Western travelers; travel and visit
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