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Thoughts and Enlightenments of Mao Zedong’s Governance of
Mass Disturbance in the Mid 1950s

KAN He-qing
(School of Marxism, Beijing University of Technology, Beijing 100124, China)

Abstract: From the second half of 1956 to early 1957, such mass disturbance as strike, boycott classes and
petition happened at many places in China. Mao Zedong analyzed main reasons of these mass disturbances
objectively from the perspective of contradictions among the people. He advocated treating mass disturb-
ance with tolerant attitude and dialectic view, and put forward fundamental principle of mass disturbance
precaution, for which the key point is to adhere to the mass line of the Party. The thoughts of Mao Ze-
dong’s governance of mass disturbance reflect not only his philosophical reflections on social operation and
management rules, but also his detailed analysis of the governing party’s methods of resolving social con-
flicts from the aspect of methodology and value.

Key words: the Communist Party of China; Mao Zedong; mass disturbance; contradictions among the peo-

ple; the mass line
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