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Mao Zedong’s Thought of People’s Livelihood and Contemporary Values
Tang Renwu Fan Shuojie
School of Government, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China
Abstract: Mao Zedong devoted himself to the improvement of Chinese people’s livelihood. He proposed the basic purpose of
serving the people wholeheartedly, which provide the ideological support to the livelihood of the people. In fact, Mao Zedong
established political premise, system base and ideological guarantee of improving livelihood of the people. He stressed to
accelerate economic development to improve people’s livelihood, attached importance to cultural construction in order to enrich
people’s spiritual life, and closely relied on the people and took the masses interests as the fundamental. Meanwhile, his
thoughts of people’s livelihood has historical limitations, for example, he was eager to change production relations but
neglected the objective law of the development of productive forces, excessively pursuit average but neglected the efficiency
improvement, put emphasis on production and construction but neglected the improvement if people’s life.
Key words Mao Zedong; People’s livelihood thoughts;Contemporary value; Production relationship; Objective law; Livelihood

issues; Productivity; Equity and efficiency
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