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On the logical approach to the formation of traditional cultural

connotations in Mao Zedong’ s thoughts on national governance

JI Chunfang
( Institute of Contemporary China, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100009, China)

Abstract: The unique notion, wisdom, bearing and charm of Chinese traditional culture have provided rich nourishment
for the formation of Mao Zedong’ s thoughts on national governance with Chinese style. Mao Zedong’ s extensive knowl-
edge and in-depth study of traditional culture laid a solid foundation for the formation of traditional cultural connotations
in his national governance thought. He received enlightenment and influence from traditional culture during his childhood
and further strengthened his study of traditional culture during his teenage years. After the founding of the Communist
Party of China, Mao continued to study and actively apply traditional culture. His clear and prudent thinking and scientif-—
ic analysis of traditional culture have guided the formation of traditional cultural connotation of his thoughts on national
governance. Mao highly valued the essence of traditional culture, but also deeply criticized the dross of traditional culture.
He paid attention to the dialectical integration of traditional culture and Marxism, and while adhering to the roots of Chi—
nese excellent traditional culture, he also promoted the adaptation of Marxism to the Chinese context. Mao’ s commitment
to and flexible application of traditional culture provided an important path for the formation of traditional cultural conno—
tations in his national governance thought. He constantly sought epistemological and methodological insights for governing
and ensuring peace in China from classical Chinese philosophy, ideological inspiration for governing and ensuring peace
from traditional Chinese human studies, and abundant wisdom for governing and ensuring peace from ancient Chinese lit—
erature, fully utilizing the practical effectiveness of traditional culture in national governance. A deep exploration of the
logical progression of the formation of traditional cultural connotations in his thought on national governance is of
important theoretical and practical significance for better inheriting and developing the fine traditional Chinese culture and
promoting the modernization of national governance system and governance capacity.

Keywords: Mao Zedong; national governance; traditional cultural connotations
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