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On Mao Zedong’s Exploration of the Practical Path for National Gover-

nance Modernization (1949-1976)

Ji Chunfang

Abstract: After the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the first generation of the Party’s central
leadership collective under the leadership of Comrade Mao Zedong faced complex tests in governance and
carried out a series of arduous explorations regarding national governance modernization, making signifi-
cant contributions to the construction and development of New China and providing important experience
for contemporary China’s national governance. "All work must be in line with reality", national governance
modernization should adhere to seeking truth from facts; "the people have unlimited creativity", national
governance modernization should implement the mass line; "society is always full of contradictions", na-
tional governance modernization should apply dialectical thinking; "China's affairs must be decided by the
Chinese people themselves", national governance modernization should uphold independence and au-
tonomy. In—depth study of Mao Zedong's exploration of the practical path for national governance modern-
ization, drawing wisdom and strength for progress from history, is of great theoretical significance and prac-
tical value for further comprehensive deepening of reform, promoting Chinese modernization, and continu-
ously advancing the modernization of the national governance system and governance capacity.
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