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The Logic of New China's Rule of Law:Take the Development and

Changes of Major Social Contradictions in China as Clues
FENG Lixia

Abstract: The change of major social contradictions in China is an important basis for judging the
historical position of the CPC in governing the country. Whether the major social contradictions can be
correctly understood and judged is also related to the overall situation of the rule of law. The main social
contradictions of different "qualities" need to be solved with different "quality" thinking and methods. Under
the background of different times, the understanding and judgment of the main social contradictions in China
are different. The goals and methods used by the party and the state to solve the main social contradictions
have also been transformed wholly, and accordingly the status and functions of the construction of the rule of
law are often quite different. With the three historical changes in the CPC's understanding and judgment of the
major social contradictions since the founding of the People's Republic of China, the rule of law in New China
has also experienced a progressive process from the "transitional legal system" at the beginning of the founding
of the People's Republic of China to the "socialist legal system" after the reform and opening-up, to the 15th
National Congress of the CPC, which formally proposed the "socialist legal system with Chinese
characteristics", and to the "socialist legal system with Chinese characteristics in the new era" after the 18th
National Congress of the CPC.

Keywords: Major Social Contradictions, Socialist Legal System, Socialist Rule of Law with Chinese

Characteristics
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