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Abstract: Building rule of law is an important task for state governance. In
non-western democracies independent court system is regarded as playing the fol—-
lowing functions: social control legitimating the regime improving control over

bureaucracy and eliciting cooperation among factions within the regime providing
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credible commitment for investors to promote investment and depoliticizing policy
making process therefore contribute to modernization of state governance. This pa—
per also reviews two trends of western studies of China’ s rule of law: the inde—
pendence of judiciary system and citizens’ legal consciousness. We conclude the
paper by discussing the implication of the studies of other developing countries’
rule of law on China’ s ongoing rule of law and modernization of state governance.

Key words: Rule of law State governance Legal consciousness |
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