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The Discourse Transformation under the Perspective of State Governance
Modernization From Ruling Power to Governing Capacity

QI Weiping
Department of Politics, East China Normal University, Shanghai, 200241, China

Abstract: With the profound change of situation at home and abroad, the ruling power became a primary dis—
course in Chinese society. This discourse emphasized building ruling power, which endued the new direction and
practice of party building in 21st century. The 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC) in
2012 has made new comprehensive developmental plans, which leads the Great cause of socialism with Chinese
characteristics to a new historical starting point. Governing capacity has been a practical mark for the new CCP
Central Committee’s Administrative performance, with Xi Jinping as the general secretary. The realistic logic of
the great cause with Chinese characteristics development has determined the formation of new discourse of gov—
erning capacity. “Ruling power” and “governing Capacity” are two conceptions, both related with each other and
different from each other, and one cannot be equaled with the other. A discourse transformation from ruling power
to governing capacity has historical significance, and the formation of new ideologies, new ideas and new strate—
gies has been a symbolic achievement for new CPC Central Committee’s governing capacity.
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