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The Logic of Livelihoods behind the Land System and
Policy Reforms in China under the Leadership of the
Communist Party of China

Liu Fengyi', Zhao Haojie*
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[ Abstract] From the first day of its birth, the Communist Party of China (CPC) has always adhered
to the livelihood attribute of land, followed the logic of the evolution of the land system for people” s
livelihood, and closely focused on how to address the land-related issues. It is to protect and promote
people’ s interests, and continuously enhance the construction of services that are related to people’
s livelihood. In the context of China’ s specific economic and social conditions, the land system and
policies have undergone four major changes in the century-old history: granting farmers land owner-
ship, establishing collective land ownership, implementing the household contract responsibility sys-
tem, and promoting the reform of “separation of rights among the three” in rural contracted land. The
century-old land system and policy reforms show that: adhering to the Party’ s leadership is the fun-
damental political force ensuring the livelihood attribute of land; implementing the public ownership of
land is the basic institutional backbone for realizing the livelihood attribute of land; insisting on pro-
moting the continuous reform and innovation of public land ownership is the mechanism guarantee to
enhance the livelihood attribute of land. The great achievements of the land system and policy reforms
under the leadership of the CPC have fully proved the significant institutional advantages of the public
land ownership system. The proposition that attempts to carry out China’ s rural land reform

through a privatization approach is completely wrong.

© « s 3, , 2020 261

351



