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The Construction of Political Identification before the

Early Days of the Republic Foundation
——Take the Tianjin Porters as an Example (1949—1956)

DENG Hong., QI Katjun
(College of Marx Education, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: As an ancient yet important part of the working class of Tianjin, the porters of Tianjin are of
practical significance and research value in the political identity of the Communist Party of China after
the founding of the PRC. By eliminating the exploitation of the porters, the Party laid down the fares
and improved workers’living standard, which was in agreement with workers'demands of interests.
Meanwhile, relying on the union of the porters, the Party sought for greater interest of the porters by
providing labor protection, social relief and other welfare benefits, which in turn strengthened a sense of
belonging as well as a sense of identification of the porters. And the systematic cultural enlightenment
and ideological and political education contributed to the cultivation of a sense of pride, a sense of leader-
ship and a sense of responsibility as a master among the porters, leading to the sublimation of the sense
of value identification with the Party. Porters began to draw close to the Party and their level of con-
sciousness, initiative and creativeness was improved in carrying out the policies. Porters’political identi-
fication with the Communists Party of China was an epitome of the social change after the establishment
of People’s Republic of China, which also served as a typical example of the successful social reform of
the Party.
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