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Building a Xiaokang Society in China: History, Experience, and Prospect

Han Baojiang and Zou Yinan
Party School of the Central Committee of C.P.C. (National Academy of Administration )

Summary: During the meeting with Japanese Prime Minister Masayoshi Ohira in December 1979, The concept
of “Well-off Society” was firstly proposed by Deng Xiaoping, who initiated the Reform and Opening Up in 1978. Af-
ter that, the Well-off Society was established as a phased strategic goal of national development. During last forty—
years, the progress of developing “Well—off Society” has experience four significant stages in China. The first stage
was that “Well-off Society”was officially proposed as “Chinese—style modernization.” In the prior 20 years that follow
the founding of the People’s Republic, the modernization of industry, agriculture, science and national defense, called
the Four Modernizations, had always been the strategic goals of the Communist Party of China. But for a sorts of rea-
sons, those goals were too hard to reach in the late 1970s and “Well-off Society”was proposed as an alternative strate-
gy, which played an irreplaceable role in reuniting the consensus of the Party and people across the country. The sec-
ond stage was a successful transition from food and clothing to a well-off society. China has comprehensively solved
the problem of food and clothing in 1990 and reached a well-off level of per capita annual income of $ 1,000 in
2000. This is an unprecedented challenge for China to overcome the international socialist movement in the changing
international situation of the 1980s and 1990s. It also played a vital role in creating a new situation in the cause of so-
cialism with Chinese style. The third stage was the transition from “General Well-off” to “All-round Well-off”. Since
the “General Well-off” achieved in 2000 has a lot of debts in the areas of social livelihood, environmental protection,
regional coordination, urban—rural sharing, employee rights, and military defense, the construction of a “All-round
Well-off” must reach a higher level and cover more comprehensive areas The crowd is moving, or this is an upgrade
of the “Well-off” The fourth stage is from “developing” to “developed”. The difference of these words demonstrates
the Party’s confidence to deliver the “Well—off Society “promise as scheduled, and the Party’s determination in its fur-
ther leading the people across the country to complete the building of a socialist modern and real powerful country.

“All-round Well-off Society” march has left us a host of experiences. The first point is to always adhere to the
centralized and unified leadership of the Communist Party of China, which is the “direction guidance”, “theoretical
arming” and “organizational guarantee” for Well-off Society. The second point is persisting on the people—oriented
development philosophy, which is reflected in sticking to development for the people and relying on the people. The
third point is to insist rotate around economic developing. Economical developing should always be positioned in the
center of promoting the coordinated economic, political, cultural, social, and ecological advancements, namely the
five—sphere integrated plan contained in the building of Well-off Society. The unswerving centrality of economic con-
struction is the magic weapon for China to to overcome the all difficulties and hazards, to meet all kinds of challeng-
es, to surmount the development trap in the past 40 years. The fourth point is always adhering to a gradual goal ori-
entation. Chinese has a saying goes like “crossing the river by feeling the stones”. In the construction of a well—off
society, it is reflected in the adjustment of the “Four Modernizations” goal to the “General Well-off” goal, and then
the “All around well-off”. “Comprehensively prosperous” and set two “three steps” strategy and three “doubling”
goals. The fifth point always adhere to the fundamental approach of reform and opening up. The Reform and opening
up have enabled China to successfully achieve economic take—off, rapid growth, and institutional transition, and are
continuing to guide the Communist Party of China in advancing comprehensive and deepening reforms.

Keywords: well off society; 40 years; building a well-off society in an all-round way; modern country
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