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An Analysis of the Composition of the Village Cadres
before and after Four Clean — ups Movement

LIANG Rui
( Research Center for Chinese Social History Shanxi University Taiyuan 030006 China)

Abstract: Village cadres are an important aspect in understanding the rural social structure during the People’ s
Commune period. The Four Clean — ups Movement had a significant impact on the village cadre structure. The arti-
cle tries to quantitatively analyze the village cadres’ age structure education level class status political identity
life experience and other factors by taking use of the Class Status Registration Form of Shanlu village in Shanxi
Yongji. It is found that the Four Clean — ups Movement had little effect on the education level structure of the village
cadres and that after the Four Clean — ups Movement the brigade cadres and production team leader were much
younger; besides the proportion of party member cadres increased and the state consistantly strengthened the control
over the grass — roots rural areas; the proportion of middle — class cadres was on the decline and upper — middle —
class cadres were basically excluded; the source of cadres were complicated but it was not completely influenced by
the Four Clean — ups Movement. Overall the diversity of village cadres did not completely disappear after the Four
Clean — ups Movement while the external conditions of village cadres moved in a much purer direction.

Key words: village cadres; composition; the Four Clean — ups Movement; Class Status Registration Form

( )

57



